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Institutional

S u p p o r t t o S tat e a c t o r s

After the successful 2016-2017 electoral process and the London Conference of
May 2017 Somalia is steadily on its way to stronger and more stable institutions
supported by inclusive legal frameworks. During the period covered by this
newsletter EISA continued the strengthening of its presence in Somalia through
its programme: ‘’Supporting Transition, Stability and Democratisation in Somalia’’
funded by Sweden.
This newsletter provides an outlook of our support to the Constitutional Review
Process and the Electoral Law Drafting Process. We wish you a pleasant reading.
Justin Doua Goré
EISA Somalia Country Director

From Mogadishu Desk
Ku soo dhowow! Welcome!
In light of the Constitutional Review Process (CRP), the mandate
of the Ministry of Constitutional Affairs (MoCA) is to promote
and facilitate political and public consultations. The mandate
is inclusive of tasks of the federal government, regional
administrations that come under the federal government, as
well as the political, social and cultural organizations and the
Somali society at large. In order to devise an open, transparent
and inclusive atmosphere of the CRP, MoCA works in perfect
synergy with key partners, notably the Parliamentary
Oversight Committee, the Independent Constitutional Review
and Implementation Commission, and Federal Member State
Institutions.
Promoting inclusivity, public engagement and broad-based
consensus through civic education, public participation,
consultations and dialogue throughout the review process is
our main mission which ultimately leads to the realization of
our vision to produce a constitution that reconciles and unites
the people of Somalia.
It would be amiss not to highlight the support of steady
partners such as EISA. MoCA acknowledges and appreciates
EISA’s support to the consultative meetings with the various
stakeholders and stands ready to strengthen the partnership
for the next steps of the CRP.
H.E. Abdurahman Hosh Jibril
Minister of Constitutional Affairs, Somalia.
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INSTITUTIONAL
The constitutional review, the electoral law and
reconciliation processes have been the focus of
EISA in Somalia with support given to state actors
throughout 2017.

THE MINISTRY OF CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
- M o CA STATE BUILDING STABILISATION
Support to the Technical Retreat to
develop the Public Outreach and Civic
Education Strategy for the Constitutional
Review Process in Somalia

H.E. Dr. Hussein Abdi Elmi
Deputy Minister, MoCA

The Ministry of Constitutional Affairs
of the Federal Republic of Somalia
(MoCA), as a mandated state actor
to oversee the overall constitutional
review and implementation process,
successfully concluded a four-day
technical “Retreat to develop the
Public Outreach and Civic Education
Strategy for the Constitutional Review
Process in Somalia”.

Experts were drawn from the
Independent Commission for the
Review and Implementation of the
Constitution (ICRIC), the Constitutional
Oversight and Review Committee
in the Federal Parliament (OC),
Ministries of Constitution of Federal
Member States, and the Somali Civil
Society Organisations (CSOs), and the
international community. Supported
by EISA Somalia in partnership with
SAFERWORLD, the Technical Retreat
took place from 7th to 10th August
2017 was attended by over 60
participants including 16 women and
youth.
Speakers at the opening and closing
ceremonies included the Minister

of
Constitutional
Affairs
H.E.
Abdurahman Hosh Jibril, the Deputy
Minister of Constitutional Affairs Dr.
Hussein Abdi Elmi and the Minister of
Information, Culture and Tourism, H.E.
Mr Cabrirahman Omar Osman, who
gave his support to MoCA to assist
in conveying information about the
constitution to citizens to encourage
their participation in the constitution
review process.
At the conclusion of the four day
retreat a core team was established to
finalise the strategy for a 2- year public
outreach and civic education drive
with the support of EISA Somalia.

OVER 60 PARTICIPANTS
ATTENDED THE RETREAT
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INSTITUTIONAL
The constitutional review, the electoral law and
reconciliation processes have been the focus of
EISA in Somalia with support given to state actors
throughout 2017.

THE MINISTRY OF CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
- M o CA PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Mr. Abukar Zubeyr Mohamed
Director General, MoCA

Consultative meetings between the Ministry with Benaadir Regional
Administration, Somali professions, Somali diaspora, Academic
Institutions/Educational Umbrellas, and the Constitutionally
mandated Committees.

E

ISA supported the Ministry of
Constitutional Affairs of the Federal
Government of Somalia (MoCA) in
a series of consultative meetings with
the public for the constitutional review
process campaign to collect views and
opinions concerning the constitution.

To broaden the coverage of the
meetings and reach out to more Somalis
and besides other media houses that
covered the events, MoCA used the
hashtag #NATIONALCONVERSATION
on social media amongst.
The Ministry of Constitutional Affairs is
committed to finalizing and completing
the current transitory constitution
which was initially expected to
conclude in 2016. The consultative
meetings are a big leap forward for the
Constitutional Review Process (CRP)
2017-2019. EISA will pursue its support
to MoCA including outreach activities
in the next phase of the constitutional
review process that will dawn after the
National Constitutional Convention.

The
consultative
meetings
commenced on July 18 and concluded
on September 17, drawing a total
of 328 delegates ranging from the
Somali
Diaspora,
Professionals,
Benadir Regional Administration,
academic
institutions/educational
umbrellas, and the constitutionally
mandated
Committees composed
of the Parliamentary Oversight
Committee
(OC)
and
the
Independent Constitutional Review &
Implementation Commission (ICRIC).
The consultative meetings were
expected to pave the way for the
National Constitutional Convention
scheduled for October 2017 in
Mogadishu.

One of the key achievements of
the consultative meetings, among
others, is the recommendation to
include civic education in the school
curriculum.
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INSTITUTIONAL
The constitutional review, the electoral law and
reconciliation processes have been the focus of
EISA in Somalia with support given to state actors
throughout 2017.

THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, FEDERAL
AFFAIRS AND RECONCILIATION - M o IFAR
ELECTORAL SUPPORT
The Electoral Law Working Group (ELWG) of The
Ministry of Interior, Federal Affairs and Reconciliation
(MoIFAR) equipped to pursue its mandate.

D

uring a preparatory workshop
held on September 13, 2017
in Mogadishu, Somalia EISA
trained the Electoral Law Working
Group (ELWG) of the Ministry
of Interior, Federal Affairs and
Reconciliation (MoIFAR). The agenda
included the electoral cycle, electoral
stakeholders, the instruments and
benchmarks for the conduct of
credible elections and the role and
importance of an electoral law.
As Somalia is gearing up for the
universal suffrage for the 2020
elections, the MoIFAR has appointed
a working group tasked with

overseeing the drafting of the electoral
law. MoIFAR in general, and ELWG, in
particular, have embarked on a series
of workshops to build capacity and
enable staff members of MoIFAR to
gain an understanding of the electoral
law, electoral systems, and election
process. In support to MoIFAR, EISA
organised the preparatory workshop
for the ELWG core team member to
lay a foundation for ensuing activities.

the electoral law strives to enhance
the participation of women across
the electoral cycle and not only on
Election Day. EISA was thanked for its
support and another workshop will be
convened for a review of the activities
of the ELWG and for EISA to extend the
training to more staff members of the
Ministry of Interior, Federal Affairs and
Reconciliation.

Participants engaged in an interactive
discussion. Following the debate, the
Gender Unit of the MoIFAR raised
the importance of ensuring that
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INSTITUTIONAL
The constitutional review, the electoral law and
reconciliation processes have been the focus of
EISA in Somalia with support given to state actors
throughout 2017.

THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, FEDERAL
AFFAIRS AND RECONCILIATION - M o IFAR
ELECTORAL SUPPORT
The Ministry of Interior, Federal Affairs and Reconciliation (MoIFAR)
election officials supported to effectively execute its mandate.

W

ith the support of EISA,
37 officials from all the
departments of the MoIFAR
attended a workshop on September
26 in Mogadishu for a review of
the Electoral Law Working Group’s
activities and the Way Forward.

Mr Abdullahi Mohamud Hassan, Permanent Secretary, MoIFAR, opened the
workshop thanking EISA for its support to the Ministry and wished all participants
a fruitful discussion.
The Electoral Law Working Group (ELWG), which is tasked to oversee the drafting
of the electoral law, updated participants on the recent activities of the Working
Group before engaging in discussions about the way forward. Participants
interacted and agreed on the need for an inclusive and participatory electoral
law drafting process and to deliver the final result in due time. EISA trained
participants on the electoral cycle, the role of the electoral law in post-conflict
state building and the importance of strategic planning. The workshop provided
a simulation on voting-day to exemplify the interpretation of a given electoral
law.
The workshop was in response to a request from MoIFAR for EISA to extend
the training given to the ELWG on September 13 to other departments of the
Ministry so that officials are at the same level of understanding of this key
mandate of the MoIFAR. The officials participating in the workshop described
the training as invaluable in content and methodology.
Somalia is preparing for the universal suffrage elections planned to take place in
2020 and EISA has been providing support to the MoIFAR and other stakeholders
since 2014. The electoral law drafting process is still at an early stage.
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LOCAL GOVERNANCE
STRENGTHENING

S

ince May 01, 2016 EISA is a member of a consortium conducting a
project on: ‘’Strengthening local governance structures and systems
for more accountable and inclusive Federal Member States in support
of the Wadajir National Framework’’. The other implementing partners
include Centre for Research and Dialogue (CRD), Somali Youth Development
Network (SOYDEN), IIDA Somali Women’s organisation and Finn Church Aid
(FCA) as the lead organisation. The project, in conformity with all five pillars
of Wadajir National Framework, is implemented with funding from the
European Union is in line with local government law being promulgated. The
project covers the districts of Berdale, Hudur, Elbarde (South West State)
and the districts of Afmadow, Dollow, Luuq (Jubaland State).

KICK-OFF OF THE
DISTRICT COUNCIL
FORMATION PROCESS
IN SOUTH WEST STATE.

Finn Church Aid (FCA) and its partners, the United Nations (UN) Joint Programme
on Local Governance (JPLG), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), and the
European Union (EU), is working to create strong, organized and representative
district councils, as part of its efforts to improve effectiveness and openness in
local governance.

The launch of the Local Government Law and the commencement of the
district council formation process means that these efforts can now officially
move forward in the State.
The ceremony was chaired by Shariif Hassan sheekh Adan, President of
South West State of Somalia.

On Tuesday July 11, 2017, authorities
from South West State (SWS),
one of Somalia’s Federal Member
States, officially launched the Local
Government Law and kicked off the
district council formation process in
the State.
The SWS of Somalia, with support from
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