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ARRIVAL STATEMENT 

Cairo, 12 October 2015 

'The conduct of the 2015 parliamentary elections marks another milestone in 

Egypt’s search for democracy. EISA considers the deployment of its Election 

Witnessing Mission as significant in contributing to building public confidence in 

the electoral process.' 

The Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa (EISA) announces the arrival of its 

Election Witnessing Mission (EWM) to the October-December 2015 Parliamentary elections in 

the Arab Republic of Egypt. EISA recognises the integrity of the electoral process as fundamental 

to the consolidation of the democratisation process in Egypt. Since 2011, the Institute has 

followed the electoral processes in Egypt following the revolution, and notes the importance of 

the 2015 parliamentary elections as a further step by Egyptians in their aspirations for 

democracy, peace and stability in the country.  

The EISA EWM is in Egypt at the invitation of the High Electoral Commission (HEC). The EWM, 

which consists of ten Long-Term Witnesses (LTWs), arrived on 6 October 2015 and have been 

deployed to witness the first phase of the Parliamentary elections in the Governorates holding 

elections in October 2015.  During the second phase of Parliamentary elections in November 

2015, the LTWs will be redeployed to the Governorates where the polls are scheduled to take 

place and will remain on the ground until 12 December 2015. During their deployment they will 

witness key electoral activities from the campaigns up to the results aggregation processes. They 

will also consult with electoral stakeholders including, but not limited to, HEC, political parties, 

media and civil society organisations.  

In each of the two phases of the Parliamentary elections, the ten LTWs will be joined by twelve 

EISA Short-Term Witnesses. The first phase of the EISA EWM will be led by Sheikh Abdul Karimo, 

the Chairperson of National Electoral Commission of Mozambique and the second phase will be 

led by His Excellency, Cassam Uteem, former President of the Republic of Mauritius. The 

respective Mission leaders will be deputised by Mr. Denis Kadima, the EISA Executive Director. 

The EISA Mission will provide an impartial and independent assessment of the electoral process 

which will be communicated through regular public statements. The Mission’s assessment of the 

elections will be based on the principles and standards set out in the African Charter on 

Democracy, Elections and Governance, the African Union Declaration of the Principles Governing 

Democratic Elections in Africa, the Declaration of Principles on International Election 

Observation, the Principles for Election Management, Monitoring and Observation and the 

Egyptian legal framework governing the elections. 

 


