
                                                                                                                                                

PRESS RELEASE 

16 LONG-TERM OBSERVERS FROM THE EISA/CARTER CENTER 
OBSERVER MISSION DEPLOY ACROSS CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

 
Abidjan, February 13, 2021 - The Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa and The Carter Center 
announced in a press briefing today the relaunch of its international election observation mission to Côte d’Ivoire and 
deployment of 16 international long-term election observers to assess the preparations for the March 6 legislative 
elections.  

The joint International Electoral Observation Mission (IEOM) of the two organizations was deployed from August to 
December 2020 in Côte d’Ivoire to assess the presidential election of October 31, 2020. The core team of experts 
resumed its activities in mid-January. Twenty additional short-term observers will join the mission in March to observe 
election day processes. 

“This is a momentous day for EISA and The Carter Center’s joint mission. The observers are ready to resume their 
activities and observe the electoral process across the regions and the 205 electoral constituencies established for the 
legislative elections. We are eager to further strengthen our contribution and support to the Ivorian democratic 
process,” said Mr. Valdiodio Ndiaye, Project Director, at a press briefing held today at the Pullman Hotel in Abidjan. 

Long-term observer teams are largely composed of members of electoral commissions, civil society organizations, and 
academics from various African and European countries. The observers completed a two-day training on the Ivoirian 
electoral process before their deployment in teams of two across the country. The observers are adhering to social 
distancing and strict protocols established by the mission in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, including wearing masks.  

The mission was accredited by the Independent Electoral Commission (CEI) of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire on February 
8, 2021 for the observation of the legislative elections. Its mandate is to observe and analyze the comprehensive 
electoral process in order to conduct a thorough, impartial and objective assessment. It operates independently and 
in a neutral manner. 

The mission conducts its observation and analysis relative to national legislation as well as sub-regional, regional and 
international standards and obligations for democratic elections as articulated in the African Charter on Democracy, 
Elections and Governance, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Protocol on Democracy and 
Good Governance and the Principles for Election Management, Monitoring and Observation (PEMMO), among others. 
EISA and The Carter Center conduct their election observation mission activities in accordance with the guidelines of 
the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation and Code of Conduct for International Election 
Observers, which was endorsed in a ceremony at the United Nations in 2005.  

The IEOM, in accordance with its long-term mission methodology, will observe all stages of the electoral process and 
in particular the approval of the final lists of candidates, the electoral campaign, election day voting and procedures, 
the tabulation phase and the centralization of results, the proclamation of the provisional results by the CEI and any 
potential complaints and appeals before the Constitutional Council. 

After the election, the IEOM will present a public statement outlining its preliminary findings on the electoral process. 
The mission’s final report, which will include a thorough assessment of the electoral process and offer 
recommendations as appropriate to improve future electoral processes, will be presented to the authorities and other 
national and international stakeholders following the election. 

 

Contacts EISA – Centre Carter Côte d’Ivoire 2021 
Abraham Kouassi– Press Officer – mobile: +225 07 57 84 74 90  

Email : Abraham.Kouassi@cartercenter.org 

mailto:Abraham.Kouassi@cartercenter.org

